
Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

June 11, 2020 

1 
 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein   
(in person)  
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Liz Homan, Edward O’Connell, Matthew O’Toole, Steve Sasso, 

Jim Strauch and Amy Wilczynski 
(via teleconference)  
 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
(in person)  Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

 
A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 
Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on June 11, 2020. However, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, access to the public was provided via GoToMeeting video and 
teleconferencing only, with adequate notice of same posted for public viewing.  The meeting was 
called to order at 8:00p.m. by Mayor Bernstein who reminded the public to mute their phones so as 
not to distract from the business of the meeting.  Mayor Bernstein advised the public that they 
would have several opportunities at appropriate times throughout this meeting to be heard.     
 
Mayor Bernstein asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied. The 
meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, 
and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger.” 
 

The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, that the Minutes of the 
May 14, 2020 Work Session be and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:   aye  Councilman Sasso:   aye   
Councilman O’Connell:  aye  Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye  Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: 
 

Mark Savastano, 22 Vreeland Place, inquired about the discussion of the amendment to the noise 
ordinance that Councilman Sasso listed on the Work Session Agenda.  Mayor Bernstein advised Mr. 
Savastano that this was listed for discussion only and no action would be taken on this matter 
tonight.  Mr. Wiss informed Mr. Savastano that the committee will be discussing this further and a 
work product will then be vetted by the full governing body.  Mayor Bernstein suggested, since this 
is not a Regular Session agenda item, that it was best for Mr. Savastano to contact Councilman 
Sasso directly with his thoughts and comments.  Mr. Savastano shared that he had already had a 
conversation with Councilman Sasso but would memorialize everything in writing.   
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Mr. Savastano also inquired about Resolution 20-155.  Councilwoman Wilczynski responded that 
due to the changing recycling market, Allendale will now be contracting directly with Rockland 
County as Casella Recycling has disbanded and is no longer acting as the go-between.  Whereas the 
Borough used to get revenue for recyclables, it will now have to pay to dispose of them until the 
market recovers.  While there will be no changes to the town’s recycling program at this time, at the 
end of the year, we will have to see what a new contract brings.    
 
No other public came forward to comment.  
 
Resolutions 
 
Bergen County Open Space Grant Application – Crestwood Park Trail Circuit Improvement 
Project  

Mayor Bernstein explained that the public hearing for the 2020 Bergen County Open Space Grant 
Application entitled Crestwood Park Cross Country Trail Circuit Improvement Program is being held 
tonight and invited Councilwoman Wilczynski to speak about the project.  This is a project to make 
circuit trail improvements at Crestwood Park.  Councilwoman Wilczynski shared that this is a 
matching grant with half the funding coming from Bergen County.  She expressed how wonderful 
this project would be for the Allendale community, but noted that the Borough needed to wait to see 
whether this was approved and funded next year.   

Mayor Bernstein opened the meeting for public comments on the Grant Application however no one 

came forward.  There were no comments from the rest of the governing body.    

20-141/Authorize Submission of Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Municipal Program 

Park Improvement Application – Crestwood Park Trail Circuit Improvement Project 

Motion by Councilwoman Wilczynski, second by Councilwoman Homan, that Resolution No. 20-141 
be and is hereby approved.  
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolution 20-141 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
Public Hearing for Advertised Ordinances:  

 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read into the record: 
 
The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on May 28, 2020 and posted 
on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal building and borough website.   
 
ORDINANCE 20-10 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 181 OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE ENTITLED SHORT TERM RENTALS 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 20-10: 
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No one came forward. 
 
Motion by Councilman Sasso, second by Councilman Strauch, that Ordinance 20-10 be passed on 
second and final reading and is hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according to 
law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Ordinance 20-10 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 

Introduction of Ordinances:  

Ordinance 20-11 

Motion by Councilwoman Wilczynski that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on first 

reading and setting June 25, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as 

the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the place for a 

hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilwoman Homan.  

The Acting Municipal Clerk read the tile of the ordinances into the record:  

ORDINANCE 20-11 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES 

SITUATED ALONG WEST CRESCENT AVENUE 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  

Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Ordinance 20-11 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 

Consent Agenda: 
 

A. 20-142/Approve Bill List 
B. 20-143/Amend 2020 Crestwood Lake Fees 
C. 20-144/Approve Adjustment – 2020 Crestwood Lake Membership 
D. 20-145/Authorize Refunds – 2020 Crestwood Lake Membership Overpayments 
E. 20-146/Authorize 2020 Salaries Supplement No. One – Crestwood Lake Swim Club 

 
F. 20-147/Endorse NJ Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control COVID-19 Expansion of 

Premises Temporary Permits – Allendale Bar & Grill, Inc.; Friends & Family, LLC; and Savini 
Restaurant, LLC 

G. 20-148/Appoint Hourly Seasonal DPW Employee – Brian O’Connor 
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H. 20-149/Authorize Extension of Park & Ride Fees through August 31, 2020 
I. 20-150/Authorize Agreement – Administration of a Licensed Group Home for 

Developmentally Disabled for Affordable Housing Credit – 200 West Crescent Avenue (Block 
1005, Lot 4) – Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat  

J. 20-151/Authorize Release of Funds and Payment from Housing Trust Fund – Eastern 
Christian Children’s Retreat 

K. 20-152/Award Contract – NJDOT MA18-19-20 West Allendale Avenue Streetscape Project 
Phases I-II-III – Zuccaro, Inc.  

L. 20-153/Authorize Advertisement and Receipt of Bids – 230 West Crescent Avenue 
Remediation Projects   

M. 20-154/Authorize Advertisement and Receipt of Bids – Paving Program 2020 
N. 20-155/Approve Agreement – Recyclable Materials Recovery Facility Services – Rockland 

County Solid Waste Management Authority  
O. 20-156/Approve Temporarily Modifying and Relaxing Application of Chapter 185 Outdoor 

Cafes in the Borough of Allendale due to COVID-19 
P. 20-157/Approve Temporary Extension and Expansion of Permissible Temporary Signage 

in the Borough of Allendale due to COVID-19 
Q. 20-158/Authorize the Borough of Allendale to Execute and File an Affordable Housing Deed 

Restriction – 200 West Crescent Avenue   
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, second by Councilman O’Connell that the Consent Agenda be and 
is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolutions 20-142 through 20-158 attached and made a part hereof.) 
       
Unfinished Business: 

 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  

 

There was no new business. 
 

Committee Reports and Comments: 
 
The committee reports by Councilmembers O’Connell, Sasso, and Homan were provided during the 
Work Session. 
 
Councilwoman Wilczynski – Facilities, Parks and Recreation Committee 

Councilwoman Wilczynski expressed the Borough’s excitement for the opening of Crestwood Lake 

on June 20th and thanked everyone, especially Ron Kistner, the DPW and Tom Viscardi, for their 

efforts to make this happen.  She shared that revenue is steady and that the discounted early 

registration rates for residents are extended through opening day.  Crestwood will be selling family  
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blankets as a fundraiser.  The tennis courts opened today and the Celery Farm will open on 

Monday, June 15th.  No word yet from the State regarding opening of playgrounds.  Travel baseball 

teams are getting ready for the opening of fields on June 22nd.  Aleooop camp will begin on July 6th.  

They have all submitted their social distancing plans to OEM, which have been approved.  The 

Councilwoman also advised that the committee is still pushing through on 220/230 and thanked 

Councilwoman Homan, Mayor-Emeritus Barra and Mr. Wiss for their work.  She recognized the 

peaceful Visibility March and acknowledged the DPW, Police Department, CERT, and additional law 

enforcement agencies for their help in keeping the event organized and safe for everyone.   

 

Councilman Strauch – Public Works  

Councilman Strauch thanked Ron Kistner and the team for all their hard work.  DPW has been 

busy preparing Crestwood for opening.  Re-opening preparations are also underway at Borough Hall 

with protective barriers being installed.  Bergen County has notified that Hillside Avenue, or a 

portion thereof, is on their list to be paved.   They are awaiting funding, which the Councilman later 

clarified will come from NJ DOT.  The Borough has already done its work to update the ADA ramps 

and curbs so once this is funded it is a shovel-ready project.  The Allendale Volunteer Goose Patrol 

held modified testing this year, only testing new applicants who all passed.  The Recycling Advisory 

Committee, with newest member Carlton Frost, is enthusiastically looking for ways to improve the 

recycling program and looking into what grants and other funding options may be available. He 

thanked Mark Savastano for all his efforts and advised the governing body that he would be 

providing an update on the committee’s work during public comment later in the meeting.    

 

Before his report, Mayor Bernstein and Council extended birthday wishes to Councilman O’Toole.   

 

Councilman O’Toole – Administration, Finance & Human Resources  
Councilman O’Toole advised that excellent discussions were had last week regarding Crestwood, the 

current financial situation and the overall forecast for the Borough.  Although coronavirus has had 

an impact, he reported the Borough is trying to minimize it by limiting expenses.  Revenue is down, 

but it is being monitored. He thanked Councilwoman Wilczynski for her work with Crestwood and 

expressed his appreciation for her responsiveness.            

Mayor’s Report 

 
Mayor Bernstein gave the following report: 
 

On Sunday, Allendale was the setting for an organized march through town. While this event was 
not organized by the Borough, this event provided a peaceful venue for our residents and those from 
surrounding communities to come together to advocate for racial sensitivity. Thank you to the PD, 
Fire Department, CERT and the Ambulance Corp for providing support and ensuring a safe 
experience for all who attended.  

 
As evidenced through Governor Murphy’s recent executive orders, the COVID-19 numbers in New 
Jersey are coming down.  Allendale has held at 68 cases and is on the lower side per capita.  I 
commend everyone for doing the right thing.  At yesterday’s OEM meeting, it was reported that 
there are no active cases at the Allendale Community for Senior Living, which is good news.   
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The stay-at-home order has been lifted.  Effective immediately, outdoor gatherings up to 100 people 
and indoor gatherings of up to 25% of the capacity or up to 50 people, whichever is fewer, is 
permitted.  First amendment protests and outside religious gatherings may exceed the limitations. 
Parking at State Parks and Forests is reopened to full capacity.  County and municipal parks are 
permitted to do the same.  I am happy to announce the Celery Farm will be reopening on June 15th.   

 
The Governor has announced upcoming changes to restrictions pertaining to businesses.  Effective 
Monday, June 15th, outdoor dining at restaurants can begin as well as non-essential in-person 
retail can open at 50% capacity. Child daycare centers may reopen too.  Effective June 22nd salons 
and barber shops can open. Overall, we are excited and optimistic that downtown Allendale will 
begin to see more activity with these changes. Also, on June 22nd, outdoor gathering limits will 
increase to 250 people.   
 
On June 29th Motor Vehicle will reopen to perform services that cannot be performed online such as 
titling of new cars.  Road tests will be given by appointment and those whose appointments had to 
be cancelled will be receiving letters on how to reschedule.   
 
On June 30th, high school sports may resume under protocols issued by the NJ State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association.  On July 3rd outdoor gathering limits increase to 500 people.  
On July 6th graduation ceremonies can begin under the 500-person outdoor gathering limit and 
youth day camps may reopen while adhering to guidelines. 

 
Indoor dining, playgrounds, gyms, libraries, museums, some government offices including 
Allendale’s Borough Hall, amusement parks, arcades, casinos, water parks and indoor malls remain 
closed to the public.   

 
While restrictions are easing, I want to remind everyone that social distancing guidelines are still in 
place and face coverings are still required.    
  
This Tuesday, June 16th, is late night voter registration at Borough Hall. There will be a contactless 
system set up outside of the Borough Hall until 9:00pm that evening to accommodate those wishing 
to register.  

 
Governor Murphy has moved the primary election to July 7th with a mostly vote by mail process.  
Primary Ballots for registered Republicans and Democrats are starting to automatically be 
delivered. Unregistered voters will be mailed a vote by mail application which will need to be 
returned to receive the actual ballot.  If you have any questions, please contact our Clerk’s Office.   

 
As I have previously reported, the 2020 Census is underway and Allendale’s response rate is 

currently at 77%.  We are creeping up, but we are not there yet.  Please take a few minutes to 
respond today! It is financially important to the Borough that you count!  Census workers will begin 
contacting those who have not responded around late July.     
 
Staff Report: 

 
Mr. Wiss, Borough Attorney, advised that it has been a very busy two weeks and most of the work 
his office has done since the last meeting is either reflected on tonight’s agenda or has been referred 
to during the governing body’s committee reports.     
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Ms. Ryan, Acting Municipal Clerk, advised that the list of Bergen County’s locations for secure 
ballot drop off are up on the Borough’s website.   
 
On behalf of Mrs. Mayer, CFO, Councilwoman Homan reported that estimated tax bills are being 
mailed next week.   
 
Mr. Kistner, Director of Operations/Administrative Officer thanked all the employees who returned 
to work this past Monday for their cooperation.  Protective barriers have gone up, hand sanitizer 
has been given out, and washable “Allendale” masks are being provided.     
 
Mayor Bernstein commended Mr. Kistner’s outstanding efforts and thanked him, on behalf of the 
entire borough, for his leadership and dedication.     
 
Public Comment on any issue: 

 
Library Trustee Jackie McSwiggan, 70 Greenway, praised Ron Kistner, Layne Simon and Patty 
Durso for gearing the library up with plexiglass and personal protective equipment.  A bookdrop for 
the return of the 8,000 items checked out of the library that were unable to be returned for the last 
three months is starting.  Those items will be quarantined for 72 hours before being put back on 
the shelves.  The library is also developing a “Porch Pickup” plan for curbside pickup of only 
Allendale’s collection of books when the Governor allows.  Mayor Bernstein thanked Mrs. 
McSwiggan, Patty Durso and the Library Board for their dedication.    
 
Mark Savastano, 22 Vreeland Place, thanked the Visibility March organizers as well as the Police 
Department for their professionalism.  He reported on his efforts to bring styrofoam recycling to 
Allendale – he has visited a facility in Haskell, NJ and has been in contact with 8 towns to learn 
about their programs - and suggested that while there may not be much economic value there is an 
ecological one.  He feels Allendale is behind in recycling efforts and applauded Glen Rock for theirs.    
  
No other public came forward to comment. 
 

Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, with second by Councilman Strauch, and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:37p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted 
 
        Michelle Ryan 

        Acting Municipal Clerk 
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