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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein and Councilmembers Edward O’Connell, Matthew O’Toole,  
(in person) and Amy Wilczynski 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Liz Homan, Steve Sasso and Jim Strauch 
(via teleconference)  
 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
(in person)  Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

 
A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 
Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on April 16, 2020. However, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, access to the general public was provided via Cisco Webex 
teleconferencing only, with adequate notice of access information posted for public viewing.  The 
meeting was called to order at 8:01p.m. by Mayor Bernstein who welcomed everyone joining via 
teleconference.  He thanked Tyler Yaccarino, Borough Webmaster, for his assistance in setting up 
the teleconference.  Mayor Bernstein reminded the public to please mute their phones so as not to 
distract from the business of the meeting, but advised that they would have several opportunities at 
appropriate times throughout the meetings to be heard.     
 
Mayor Bernstein asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk read the open public meetings statement: 
“In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied. The 
meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, 
and copies are sent to The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger.” 
 
The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Connell, second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, that the Minutes of March 
26, 2020 Work Session and the March 26, 2020 Regular Session be and hereby are approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:   aye  Councilman Sasso:   aye   
Councilman O’Connell:  aye  Councilman Strauch:  abstain 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye  Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 

 
Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: 
 
No public came forward to comment.  
 
Public Hearing for Advertised Ordinance:  
 
Mayor Bernstein asked the Acting Municipal Clerk to read the following into the record: 
 
The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on March 26, 2020 and  
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posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal building as well as the borough website. 
 
ORDINANCE 20-05 – AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $171,000 FOR THE INSTALLATION AND ACQUISITION 
OF HYDRANTS, GENERATORS, METERS, INTERCONNECTION IMPROVEMENTS, NEW 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, WELL UPGRADES AND TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 

ORDINANCE 20-06 - AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH CHAPTER 26, SECTION 30.3 OF THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE ENTITLED “SPECIAL PROTECTION” 
 
ORDINANCE 20-07 – CALENDAR YEAR 2020 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 
 

ORDINANCE 20-08 – BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT 
AND MACHINERY, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, NEW COMMUNICATION AND 
SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL 
APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, IN THE COUNTY 
OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,575,604 TO PAY THE 
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION, TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH 
BONDS AND TO AMEND BOND ORDINANCE NO. 16-04 ADOPTED ON MARCH 10, 2016. 
 
Public Comments on Ordinances 20-05 through 20-08 
 
No public came forward to comment. 
 
Motion by Councilman Strauch, with second by Council O’Toole, that Ordinances 20-05 through 
20-08 be passed on second and final reading and are hereby adopted and notice of same shall be 
published according to law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Ordinances 20-05, 20-06, 20-07 and 20-08 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
Consent Agenda: 

 
A. 20-115/Approve Bill List 
B. 20-116/Authorize Refund – Tax Overpayment – 2004 Whitney Lane – Block 2101, Lot 

1.2004 
C. 20-117/Authorize Utilizing an Alternate Method of Calculating the Reserve for Uncollected 

Taxes  
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D. 20-118/Request Extension of Time to Award Contract for NJDOT Municipal Aid Program 

Grant – FY 2018 West Allendale Ave Streetscape (includes DeMercurio Drive) Project -  and 
Request Authorization to Combine Project and Grants – FY 2018 West Allendale Avenue 
Streetscape (includes DeMercurio Drive), FY 2019 West Allendale Avenue & DeMercurio 
Drive Streetscape Phase 2, and FY 2020 W Allendale Ave Streetscape Phase 3 

E. 20-119/Authorize 2020 Junior Police Academy 
F. 20-120/Authorize Participation in Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System Bid 20-10 

Procurement of Retail Electric Supply Service  
G. 20-121/Authorize Bids for NJDOT MA-18-19-20 West Allendale Ave Streetscape Project 

Phases I-II-III 
H. 20-122/Establish Fees – 2020 Crestwood Lake Season  
I. 20-123/Authorize Insurance Policy with Allied World Assurance Company/Alliant 

Insurance Services, Inc. – 220/230 West Crescent Avenue  
J. 20-124/Approve Contract with Local No. 11, affiliated with International Brotherhood of 

Teamsters 
 
Motion by Councilman O’Toole, with second by Councilman O’Connell that the Consent Agenda be 
and is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan:  aye   Councilman Sasso:   aye  
Councilman O’Connell:  aye   Councilman Strauch:  aye 
Councilman O’Toole:  aye   Councilwoman Wilczynski: aye 
 
(See Resolutions 20-115 through 20-124 attached and made a part hereof.) 
       
Unfinished Business: 
 

There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  

 
There was no new business. 
 
Council Committee Reports and Comments: 

 
The Council Committee reports were addressed during the Work Session.    
 

Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Bernstein made the following address to the public: 
 
As of last report from the County, there are 37 confirmed cases of COVID-19.  While one case is too 
many, we take pride in the fact that we are in the bottom portion of Bergen County communities 
with confirmed cases.  We truly thank the residents for their steadfast cooperation and assistance 
in bringing this about.  Our efforts to socially distance ourselves have made a difference and the 
numbers truly show it. We must continue on this course. I understand this continues to be a very 
difficult and uncertain time.  I implore everyone to continue the social distancing measures and  
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personal hygiene recommendations that are in place.  Stay home if you do not need to go out.   

 
Continue to visit the State’s website www.nj.gov for the latest info on the pandemic, including 
testing site information, executive orders and briefings from the governor and other helpful 
information.   
 
We have a link on our website www.allendalenj.gov to the State website as well where you can also 
find information on unemployment, disability, financial assistance and other types of assistance 
during this time.  Tyler Yaccarino has been wonderful about keeping this page updated on a regular 
basis.  It is a good resource for residents to frequent.   
 
Today, Governor Murphy extended the schools closing to May 15th. 
 
The Borough’s administrative offices are operating. We have a combination of some working 
remotely, some rotating at borough hall.  It is best to email the department that you have business 
with.  A list of contact information by department is available on our website.    
 
Rite Aid announced that it is setting up COVID-19 testing sites as part of its partnership with the 
White House Coronavirus Task Force. The Rite Aid location at Franklin Turnpike and West Prospect 
Street in Waldwick will begin COVID-19 testing this Saturday, April 18. The Rite Aid drive-up 
COVID-19 testing will utilize self-swab nasal tests overseen by Rite Aid pharmacists. The testing will 
take place in the store's parking lot. As part of the testing process, people must pre-register online 
and remain in their vehicles from the time they arrive and until they depart. Testing is expected to 
continue 7 days a week for 7 weeks. If you have questions please contact Rite Aid directly.  

 
In Allendale, we have gone to great lengths to try to keep our residents and employees safe.  To 
accomplish this, we have modified some of our services and the way things are done.  This is 
essential and the right thing to do.  Although we may want normal, it has to be accepted that this is 
not a normal time.   We need to realize that in many instances it could be a matter of life or death.  
Our top priority has been and will remain the safety of all our residents and employees.  We are 
strong and we will get through this together.   
 
The Borough has received questions whether property taxes are still due on May 1st.  The answer is 
that there has been no direct communication from the NJ Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 
that any change will be made.  The last day to pay 2nd quarter taxes without a penalty is May 11th. 
We encourage everyone to pay their taxes online through our website www.allendalenj.gov.  
Payments can also be mailed or dropped off in our secure drop slot located to the right side of the 
back door at borough hall. 
 

Regarding the 2020 Census, the Borough has received a $2,000 grant from Bergen County to help 
us get the word out about the 2020 Census and increase participation.  Now more than ever, your 
response matters.  We need everyone in Allendale to be counted!  Seniors, children, military, single 
people, families, renters, homeowners, EVERYONE!!! This will set our representation in Washington 
for the next 10 years.  It will determine how much of the BILLIONS of dollars in available federal 
funding that NJ and our communities get or don’t get if we don’t all complete the census.  It will 
shape our future.  Especially at this time, when we are seeing how much we need to rely on the 
federal government, we cannot afford to be underrepresented for the next 10 years!!!  There are 
reports that NJ was underrepresented when the last Census of 2010 was conducted.  As of 
Wednesday, only 61.5% of Allendale residents have completed the 2020 census so far.  We need to  

http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.allendalenj.gov/
http://www.allendalenj.gov/
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get that as close to 100% as we can.  Over the coming weeks and months, you will see efforts to 
increase awareness and participation in our community.  The paper census forms are being mailed  
 
out this week and you should receive them by next week.  Fill them out and return them!  If you 
prefer to do everything online, there is a link to access it on our website.  It is quick, easy and 
secure.  If you prefer to do it over the phone, the phone number is on our website.  There is no 
excuse not to do this!  We are counting on you to get counted!!!     

 
In encouraging and positive news, we know that our Police Department under Chief Chip Scherb 
and Ambulance Corps. under Chief Daryl D’Amore-Bottaro are special and that they give 110%, 
going above and beyond in their dedication to our community.  I was happy to receive a letter this 
past week of appreciation and recognition from a resident who recently experienced an accident 
during a medical episode.  In his letter he described the outstanding assistance he received from 
some of our first responders.  Police Officer Kevin Azevedo, who was off-duty at the time but 
happened to be in the area, witnessed this and immediately called for help.  Sergeant Terry Lawler 
and Officer Alex Helmer responded and took good care of our resident until AVAC arrived.  3rd 
Lieutenant Stephanie Pini as well as Sharon Murphy and Denis Murphy very pleasantly and very 
professionally tended to this resident and even stayed with him until his wife came.  A huge thank 
you Kevin, Terry, Alex, Stephanie, Sharon and Denis – you are part of what makes Allendale such a 
great community!  

 
Social distancing can be very difficult, especially for children.  Not going to school, not interacting 
with classmates, not playing with friends, missing out on activities and special events – it is a 
disappointing time for kids.  The Borough of Allendale would like to try to them bring some joy and 
brighten their spirits, especially on their birthdays.  The Allendale Police Department is scheduling 
“birthday driveby’s” for children’s big days.  Parents of young children can email their requests to 
Officer Kevin Azevedo at kazevedo@allendalepd.org.    
 
Staff Report: 

 
Mr. Wiss, Borough Attorney, reported that much of what his office has been working on is listed on 
tonight’s agenda.  He was glad to have closure and a DPW contract in place for at least the next 
three years going forward.  His office worked on some of the resolutions and ordinances on tonight’s 
agenda.  He has also been working with Ron Kistner on some ongoing personnel matters, with the 
governing body on COVID-19 related matters and Clerk’s Office on OPRA requests.  He expressed 
his appreciation for how hard the employees, especially Mr. Kistner, Mrs. Mayer and Ms. Ryan, are 
working to ensure that there is no disruption of services to the residents and borough officials.   
 
Mayor Bernstein expressed his sincere appreciation to everyone as well.   

 
Ms. Ryan, Acting Clerk, reminded the governing body that the deadline to file their Financial 
Disclosure Statements is April 30th, although the State of New Jersey may have extended that due 
to the current public health emergency.  
 
Mrs. Mayer, CFO, reported that property tax collection has been running smoothly.  There has been 
word that the State may extend the collection deadlines, but nothing official as of yet.  She will keep 
everyone apprised of developments.   
 
 

mailto:kazevedo@allendalepd.org
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Mr. Kistner, Director of Operations/Administrative Officer, thanked the Mayor and Council for their 
support of the employees.  The teamwork by the staff has been terrific.  He thanked Tyler Yaccarino 
for his outstanding work in getting information out to the public, especially now.  He shared that 
officials from other towns who he has spoken with admire Allendale’s efforts and think we have this 
massive professional team working on it behind the scene.  When they learn it is just Tyler, they are 
even more impressed.  Mr. Kistner is truly appreciative of Tyler and wanted his recognition to be 
placed on the record.   
 
Mayor Bernstein echoed Mr. Kistner’s praise and expressed his own appreciation for Tyler’s 
reliability and professionalism.  While there aren’t enough words to truly reflect Tyler’s capabilities, 
he has been phenomenal.  Mayor Bernstein thanked Tyler on behalf of the entire Borough.        
 

Public Comment on any issue: 
 
No public came forward to comment. 
 

Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by Councilman 
O’Connell, with second by Councilwoman Wilczynski, and unanimously carried, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted 
 
        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 



































































Certification of Availability of Funds 

This is to certify to the Borough of Allendale that funds for the following resolution will be available in 
the General Capital Budget. 

Resolution Date: April 16, 2020 
Resolution Number: 20-123 

Vendor: 

Contract: 

Allied World Assurance Company/Alliant Insurance Service, Inc. 

Environmental Insurance Coverage 

Account Number: 
Amount: 

C-04-55-926-103 
Not to exceed $50,000 

Cr(iefFinancial Officer d 
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