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PRESENT:   Mayor Ari Bernstein and Councilmembers Liz Homan, Matthew O’Toole, 
Edward O’Connell, and Steve Sasso  

 
ABSENT:        Councilmembers Jim Strauch and Amy Wilczynski 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss 
   Acting Municipal Clerk Michelle Ryan 

 

A Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was held in the 

Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, NJ on  January 23, 2020. The meeting 

was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Mayor Ari Bernstein who asked that the Acting Municipal Clerk 

read the open public meetings statement: “In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the 

notice requirements have been satisfied. The meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual 

Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin board in the Municipal Building, published in the Record 

within the first 10 days of the New Year, and copies are sent to the Ridgewood News and Star 

Ledger.” 

 

The Mayor led those present in a salute to the flag. 

 

Mayor Bernstein requested a moment of silence in memory of Ms. Ryan’s father who recently 

passed away.   

 
Swearing In of Fire Department & Fire Prevention Officers 

 
Mayor Bernstein swore in the following members of the Allendale Fire Department and Fire 
Prevention Bureau: 
 John Rubino III, Chief  
 Robert Policht, Assistant Chief  
 Todd Peterson, 1st Captain 
 Michael T. Dillon, 2nd Captain 
 David Baez, 1st Lieutenant 
 Michael Pini, 2nd Lieutenant  
 Kevin Todd, Fire Official 
 

Mayor Bernstein told the officers that what they do for the town is hard to put into words as words 

fall short in expressing the Borough’s true appreciation and gratitude.  Mayor Bernstein stated that 

as we’re running out, you’re running in!  They are truly there for the Borough.  Mayor said that this 

is a happy moment for the Borough and we’re thrilled to swear these officers in.  Councilwoman 

Homan also expressed her gratitude.    

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 
Motion by Councilman Sasso, second by Councilman O’Toole, that the Minutes of January 6, 2020 
Sine Die and the January 6, 2020 Reorganization Meeting are approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
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Councilwoman Homan: absent    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  absent 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: absent 
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only 
 
No public came forward to comment. 
 
Introduction of Ordinances 

Motion by Councilman O’Toole that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on first 
reading and setting February 13, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be 
heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the 
place for a hearing on said ordinance. Second by Councilman O’Connell. 
 
The Acting Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 
 
ORDINANCE 20-01 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 53 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 

OF ALLENDALE, “OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES”, TO FIX THE SALARIES, WAGES AND 

COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE FOR 

THE YEAR 2020. 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  absent 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: absent 
 
 (See Ordinance 20-01 attached and made a part hereof.) 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

As there were no questions from the governing body, Mayor Bernstein requested a motion on the 
Consent Agenda items. 
 

A. 20-66/Authorize Change Order No. One – Drainage & Sidewalk Improvements (The 
Woods) Franklin Turnpike Project – ONQUE Technologies 

B. 20-67/Approval of Bill List 
C. 20-68/Approve Salary Resolution – Fire Official 

D. 20-69/Approve Salary Resolution – Fire Inspectors 
E. 20-70/Authorize Agreement – West Bergen Mental Healthcare 
F. 20-71/Authorize Budget Transfer 
G. 20-72/Authorize Cancellation of Unexpended Balance of Contract –Neglia Engineering 

Associates – Lighting Improvements MA-2018 - West Allendale Avenue Streetscape  
H. 20-73/Authorize Proposal – Neglia Engineering Associates – Streetscape & Lighting 

Improvements MA-2018/2019/2020 - West Allendale Avenue Streetscape 
 

Motion by Councilman Sasso, second by Councilwoman Homan, that the Consent Agenda be 
approved. 
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On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilwoman Homan: aye    Councilman Sasso:   aye 
Councilman O’Connell: aye    Councilman Strauch:  absent 
Councilman O’Toole: aye    Councilwoman Wilczynski: absent 
 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved.      
 
(See Resolutions 20-66 through 20-73 attached and made a part hereof.) 

       
Unfinished Business: 

 
There was no unfinished business. 

 
New Business:  
 

There was no new business. 
 
Council Committee Reports and Comments 

 
This agenda item was addressed during the Work Session.  
 
Mayor’s Report: 

 

This agenda item was addressed during the Work Session.  
 

Staff Reports: 
 
This agenda item was addressed during the Work Session.  
 
Public Comment on any issue: 

 
Walter Widmer, 38 Hamilton Street, asked Councilwoman Homan to elaborate on the single use 
plastic bag ban that she had spoken about during the Work Session.  Councilwoman Homan stated 
that she was speaking about the single use, grocery type of bags that go into landfills and are hard 
to recycle.  Much of NJ and the country is starting to ban these types of bags.  She is suggesting, 
for example, that in a grocery store, you could still utilize the bags to separate foods such as meat 
and produce, but ban the plastic bags to carry the groceries home.  Customers would need to either 
bring their own bag or potentially there would be paper bags at the store.  This is similar to what 

Paramus has done.  Councilwoman Homan said that she has worked with Mr. Wiss to craft the 
parameters. Mr. Wiss stated that the ordinance has not taken shape yet.  Mayor Bernstein said that 
it still needs to be introduced and there will be opportunities for discussion.  Councilwoman Homan 
welcomes feedback and has started dialogue with the merchants and residents already.  She feels it 
is important to move forward, but get it right.     
 
No other public came forward to comment. 
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Adjournment: 

 

There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by 
Councilwoman Homan, second by Councilman O’Connell, and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:16p.m. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

        Michelle Ryan 
        Acting Municipal Clerk 



BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE 

SALARY ORDINANCE – 2020 

ORDINANCE 20-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 53 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

ALLENDALE, “OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES”, TO FIX THE SALARIES, WAGES AND 

COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

ALLENDALE FOR THE YEAR 2020. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Allendale that the salaries of the 

following officers and employees of the Borough of Allendale shall be paid bi-weekly and fixed in 

the amounts as set forth below, effective January 1, 2020:  

 

TITLE MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

Deputy Municipal Clerk $48,000 $64,000 

Crew Chief 3,000 12,000 

Clean Communities Coordinator/Certified Recycling Professional 2,000 3,000 

 

All other provisions of the 2020 Salary Ordinance, if not amended herein, shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law. 
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